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addition to the Hindus, there was now a community of
Muslims. Normally they shared the life of their Hindu
neighbours, but in moments of clash or conflict they claimed
special treatment by virtue of their affiliation with the
rulers.

Ill

The first contact between India and modern Europe
took place in 1498 when Vasco da Gama circled the African
continent and landed at Calicut. The Portuguese established
a small trading station and were at first mere traders,
but from the very beginning they had imperial ambitions.
Students of European history will remember that one
reason why the Portuguese turned towards the East was
the Pope's allotment of the western hemisphere to Spain.
Therefore as soon as they had gained a foothold, they
sought to establish an empire in India.

The Portuguese evoked no hostility when they first
came, but within a few years their conduct led to clashes
with the Indian people. It seemed likely that they would
be pushed out when in 1508 some Indian rulers in alliance
with the Arabs defeated the Portuguese fleet. The victory
was not followed up and the very next year, they re-estab-
lished their naval ascendancy. They, however, realised
that they had little hope of establishing an empire by direct
conquest and became more careful and circumspect. They
used skilfully the technique of intervention in local disputes
by siding with one local party or another and played upon
the religious differences of Hindus and Muslims whenever
they could. They also built up a powerful military machin-
ery by drilling and training Indian troops under European
officers. After a century of intrigue and struggle they
founded a kingdom on the west coast, but in spite of all
their efforts, they could not establish an Indian empire.
In fact, one may almost say that they could not hold any
territory which was outside the range of their naval guns*